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Allah - beginning with the name of - the
Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
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Al-‘Agrdah al-Tahawiyyah

of Imam Ja'far al-Tahawi

(may Allah have mercy on him)

Course Tutor: Mufti Muhammad ‘Abdus Samee’
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Ibn M3ajah has narrated from the hadith of ‘Anas ibn Malik, who said:

“The Messenger of Allah &8 said:

“Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim.”
[Sunan Ibn Majah]
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Who is Imam al-Tahawi

He is the Imam, the Muhaddith, the Fageeh, the Hafidh, the noble scholar Imam
abu Ja'far Ahmad bin Salamah al-Tahawi, may Allah have mercy on him, who
was born in Taha in Egypt in 239 AH and lived till 321 AH.

Amongst Imam al-Tahawi’s teachers, was the student of the shaykhayn, the two
primary students of Imam Abu Hanifa al-Nu man ibn Thabit al-Kufi : Abu Yusuf
Ya qub ibn Ibrahim al-Ansari and Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-
Shaybani, may Allah be pleased with them all.
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Sayyiduna ‘Anas Ibn Malik said:

‘I heard the Messenger of Allah &k

say:
“My nation will not unite on misguidance, so if you see them differing,

follow the great majority.”’
[Sunan Ibn Majah]
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The belief that the Muslim Community will divide into 73 sects is taken from authentic
Prophetic Traditions (Ahadith), such as the following narration related on the authority of
Sayyiduna Abl Hurayra that the Beloved of Allah £E said:

“The Jews separated into 71 sects, the Christians into 72, and my nation will divide into 73
sects.”
[Abu Dawud, al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah]
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The Prophet £t has further said: “Seventy-two (of the 73 sects of the Muslim nation) will be

in the Fire, and only one will be in Paradise; it is the Jama'ah.”
[Abu Dawud, al-Darim1, Musnad Imam Ahmad]
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Imam Abu Ja'far al-Tahawi sets out clear demarcation lines as to the creed of
the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah.

The treatise was written at a time when the risk of deviant sects misleading
unsuspecting Muslims reached a critical level and highlights the necessity for
the scholars to refute heretical beliefs lest their mischief spreads unchecked.

This has been the way of the pious predecessors of the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-

Jama'ah — teaching the unblemished creed of the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah
and refuting any false claimants with mighty proofs from the Holy Qur’an and

Sunnah.
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The ‘Allamah, the Proof of Islam, Abu Ja'far al-
Warraq al-Tahawi al-Misri said:
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This is an elucidation of the beliefs of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama ah, according to
the school of the jurists of this nation, Abu Hanifa al-Nu man ibn Thabit al-Kufi,
Abu Yusuf Ya qub ibn Ibrahim al-Ansart and Abu "Abdullah Muhammad ibn al-
Hasan al-Shaybani, may Allah be pleased with them all, and what they believed
regarding the fundamental articles of the religion, and what they submit to the

Lord of the Worlds.
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Guided and aided by Allah, we say (as did Imam Abu Hanifa
and the two aforementioned Imam’s [Abu Yudsuf and
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani, may Allah be pleased
with them all) regarding the Oneness (Tawhid) of Allah:
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Indeed, Allah is one. He has no partners.
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And nothing resembles Him.
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And nothing can overwhelm Him.
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And there is no God other than Him.
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He is Eternal without a beginning, Everlasting without an end.
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He will never perish and He will never come to and end.
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And nothing comes into existence or happens except
what He has willed.
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No imagination can conceive of Him and no
understanding can fathom Him.
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He does not resemble humankind.
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He is Living; He will never die. He is Sustaining; He
never sleeps.
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